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NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Books and librarians, as well as school shops and teachers, 
must be mobilized to aid in training for national defense. By 
books I mean pamphlets, periodicals, trade catalogs, shop manuals 


and pictures as well as books in hard covers. The best possible 





technical service from school, college and public libraries is 
needed now for the men and women who are fitting themselves 


to work in defense industries. 


J. W. Studebaker 
U. S. Commissioner of Education 


This appeared on the cover of the lowa Library Quarterly January, 1941 
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STATE LIBRARY MEETING, 1950 


The fifty-seventh annual meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held in the Hotel Russell Lamson, at 
Waterloo, on October 12 and 13, 1950. 

Thursday morning the business 
session was given over almost en- 
tirely to the usual addresses of wel- 
come and to committee reports. 
These last were extremely well pre- 
sented and indicated that the real 
work of the Association had been in 
very good hands. 

The traditional publicity luncheon 
was held Thursday noon, but this one, 
planned by Geraldine Brinkman of 
the Publicity committee, managed to 
shatter a few traditions. A “Hot Rod 
Publicity Edition” of the CATALYST 
was distributed, deafeningly, by ur- 
chins resembling the librarians of 
Waterloo and Webster City and one 
that looked awfully like our president. 
Mr. Thomas Larkin, of Iowa State 
Teachers College, gave us some fine 
ideas for traffic-stopping displays 
that don’t cost much. Samples of 
publicity from many Iowa libraries 
were scattered over the tables for 
all to see. 

At the well-attended Trustees sec- 
tion dinner Thursday, Theodore G. 
Garfield, of Ames, was cited as Iowa’s 
outstanding trustee of the year. Judge 
Garfield is a justice of the state su- 
preme court, president of the Ames 
library board, and a member of the 
board of trustees of the State Travel- 
ing Library. His acceptance was a 
marvel of graciousness. 

Thursday evening we gathered in 
the Garden room for a “Defroster.” 
Cider and doughnuts and much good 
talk were important features. The 
Waterloo Public Library record play- 
er furnished background music, and 
many were interested to watch a dem- 
onstration of the projected books 
machine from the same library. For 
once this really did serve as an occa- 
sion for spending some time with the 
exhibits and exhibitors, and all 26 of 
them seemed pleased with the way 
people drifted in and out of the ex- 
hibits, looking and talking. 


Though she wasn’t on the printed 
program for Friday morning we were 
lucky enough to have a talk from 
Margie Sorenson Malmberg, Wash. 
ington lobbyist for A.L.A. Mrs. Malm. 
berg told us about the revised legis. 
lative program of A.L.A. and enlisted 
our support. Mrs. Malmberg was with 
us throughout the convention and 
made friends of all of us. 

High point of the afternoon pro- 
gram was the talk by Mary K. Reely, 
“IT Speak As a Borrower.” She did 
exactly that and gave us all some new 
insight into the problems of the bor- 
rower. We’re inclined to be so bowed 
down with the librarian’s problems 
that we almost forget the borrower 
has any. Never again. Miss Reely 
gave us a half hour of the magic that 
made her students admire her for 
many years at the Wisconsin Library 
School. Incidentally, 13 of the WLS 
grads. gathered at noon on Friday, 
the 13th, to have lunch with Miss 
Reely. 

The banquet Friday night was our 
grand finale. Toastmaster Harry 
Reed, a trustee of the Waterloo Pub- 
lic Library, was both gracious and 
witty. Mr. Spaulding, chairman of 
the Plaque Award committee, an- 
nounced that the Johnson Brigham 
Plaque had been awarded to Bess 
Streeter Aldrich for her book, “Jour- 
ney into Christmas” and for her ear- 
lier work. Since Mrs. Aldrich was not 
able to be present, the award was 
accepted for her by Marybelle Me- 
Clelland, librarian of Iowa State 
Teachers College, Mrs. Aldrich’s alma 
mater. Margaret Alexander Edwards 
gave a talk on working with young 
people that we all agreed was one of 
the best we ever heard. Mrs. Ed 
wards was a dual-purpose speaker, 
since she was supposed to close the 
I.L.A. meeting and open the post-cor- 
ference on library work with children 
and young people. It couldn’t have 
been done better. 

Miss Butler pinned on Mr. Kilpat- 
rick a beautiful yellow badge lettered, 
BIG CHIEF, handed him the gavel, 
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and another happy, satisfying I.L.A. 
meeting was over. 
Margaret E. Davidson, Secretary 
Iowa Library Association 


I SPEAK AS A BORROWER 
MARY KATHARINE REELY, 
Glen Lake, Minnesota 

Beginning with reminiscences of her 
life with books, the speaker told of 
her first library experience, sitting 
on the floor in the local printing office 
at the foot of a tall case of books. The 
books were arranged in “sets”: Louisa 
May Alcott, Horatio Alger, Dickens, 
Cooper, Scott, and midway up, an 
author named Miss Muehlbach. But 
the young reader never got as far as 
Miss Muelbach, for before reaching 
that point, Miss Lutie Stearns had 
come preaching the gospel of the Pub- 
lic Library and a new and real library, 
with books not in sets, had been 
opened up in the Village Hall. 

Passing over school and college 
years, the speaker came to her first 
experience as a worker with books, 
first with the H. W. Wilson Company, 
then located in Minneapolis, later in 
New York; and for the Wisconsin 
Library Commission as head of the 
Book Selection department. In all 
these situations, there were always 
books, plenty of books in their fresh, 
bright-colored jackets, sent by the 
publishers for review. 

It was on retirement from active 
work that the speaker became a 
library borrower. Reviewing her pres- 
ent situation, she told first of the 
county branch located in the elemen- 
tary school building, where the in- 
terests of adult borrowers are over- 
shadowed by the needs of the school 
children. Second, there is the com- 
mercial Lending Library in the Gift 
Shop, which supplies late fiction. Ad- 
mitting that she was once somewhat 
contemptuous of the reader who de- 
mands the latest novel fresh from the 
press (“the book will be just as good 
six months from now’’), she said she 
had come to understand and sympa- 
thize with the reader’s point of view. 
To want to read a book while it is 
hew, being read, talked about, and 
reviewed is quite justifiable, and since 





this natural desire creates a demand 
on the Public library which it is hard 
to satisfy, the local Lending library 
should be looked on as an ally. 

When it comes to recent non-fic- 
tion, the speaker found herself less 
happily supplied. Here she has to put 
up with the irritation of waiting her 
turn at the desk of the big city 
library, and she realizes that this han- 
dicap is one which can never be wholly 
overcome, since it isn’t possible to 
supply two readers with the same 
book at the same time. 

Some trends in the book trade 
which may help to relieve this situa- 
tion were then pointed out. One is 
exemplified in The Cardinal in its two 
editions, one the regular edition in 
cloth binding, the other in paper at 
$1.00. Another example is the an- 
nouncement by the publishers of one 
of the 25-cent reprint editions, that 
original titles are to be published in 
this format. If this trend continues 
it should ease the situation for the 
library, for it would be possible to 
buy one copy of the bound edition for 
permanent keeping, several in the 
paper edition to be read, worn out and 
discarded. 

Referring to recent fiction, the 
speaker asked how far the old “prin- 
ciples” of selection are still applied. 
Do the libraries of today merely fol- 
low the trend of the times or are they 
attempting to apply any moral evalu- 
ation? Some comparisons were drawn 
between the old type of Victorian 
novel in which the author appeared 
in person, addressing the reader di- 
rectly and assuming a personal re- 
sponsibility for his characters and 
their conduct, and the present-day 
style in which the story merely un- 
folds. May not this irresponsibility 
on the part of the author be respon- 
sible for the low moral tone of much 
of today’s fiction? 

Returning to the first picture of the 
child on the floor before a shelf of 
books, the speaker said that we had 
here the symbol of what a library is. 
Libraries have expanded today and 
are offering many worthwhile serv- 
ices, but they should come back at 
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times to the two essentials: Reader 
and Book. For the book today has riv- 
als, not to say enemies, whether it is 
visual education in the schools, or the 
movies, or the radio—and now tele- 
vision—or the comics. None of these 
can be a substitute for reading. Mac- 
beth as a comic can give only the 
plot, which Shakespeare himself had 
borrowed. For reading is more than 
story, more than narrative of events, 
nor, in this sense, has it any relation 
to reading with a purpose. Perhaps 
Logan Pearsall Smith expressed it 
best when he “thought of reading, the 
nice and subtle happiness of reading 
... this joy not dulled by age, this 
polite and unpunishable vice, this sel- 
fish, serene, life-long intoxication.” 





*EXPANDING HORIZONS 
(Non-book materials) 
By LEA RIEDESEL 
Music and Art Department, 
Des Moines Public Library 

A Music and Art department in 
your library, is yours today if you 
wish it! 

That the Fine Arts play a necessary 
and most important part in any con- 
sideration of our “Expanding Hori- 
zons” is, and should be, an accepted 
fact. Imagine, if you can, ourselves 
without them. This is a good meas- 
urement to apply in judging the 
worth of any possession. In the case 
of music and art—were they missing 
from our “horizons” a force of great 
spiritual and moral value would be 
sadly lost. In this day, when educa- 
tion is admitted to be the hope of 
mankind in its struggle for universal 
peace—the place which music, that 
great universal language, may fill, 
cannot be overestimated. Assuming 
we are in agreement on this fact—the 
necessity of a Music and Art depart- 
ment, in the smallest public library, 
is not a matter of argument. 

In considering “non-book” mate- 
rials, the music collection holds our 
attention, because its materials are, 
in the main, such as could be called 
“non-book.” This collection in a pub- 
lic library may be a separate depart- 





*Talk given at Waterloo, October 13, 1950. 


ment; part of a Fine Arts division; 
or, part of the main circulating sec. 
tion. Wherever you find yourself and 
with whatever material you have on 
hand, this is your starting point. A 
member of your staff with some musi- 
cal background, or one who “leans 
that way,” should be in charge. 


Outside contacts and connections 
can be of definite importance. Once 
it is known you are starting a music 
collection you will be surprised and 
pleased with the help offered you. It 
is sometimes wise to ask a musically 
minded individual, or some group, to 
assist in an advisory capacity. Local 
musicians, club women, your high 
school music supervisor, directors of 
church choirs, the local newspaper, 
and many others, will be found to be 
enthusiastic supporters. 

Some group may take it upon itself 
to really launch and promote your 
department. You may find some fur. 
niture, drapes, a rug, perhaps a piano 
or some records and a player coming 
your way. The Women’s Club may 
hold a Silver Tea with an “Ingather- 
ing of music” to add to your collec- 
tion. In fact, more than one club 
could do this. It has been done and 
with very happy results. 

Sometimes, a book, score, or record 
album is given as a memorial. There 
are many possibilities, once your plan 
and hopes become known. 

It is well to get the material, as 
it comes to you, in order and circu- 
lating as soon as possible. Keep a file 
from the very first. It is far easier to 
do it while you are growing, than 
later, for the collection can grow to 
such size that one is overwhelmed and 
really feels sometimes that a big 
bonfire is the only solution. 

Any funds available from your 
library budget should be spent for 
basic material. Taking it for granted 
that books on music history, biog- 
raphy, theory, etc., are being added 
to your regular shelves, keep quality 
in mind rather than quantity in your 
purchases. 

Build your collection by adding 
opera scores and librettos; stories of 
the opera; miniature scores of sym- 
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phonies, etc.; hymns and hymn 
stories, for which there is consider- 
able demand. Such, also, is the case 
with folk and patriotic music of all 
peoples and countries. (It is surpris- 
ing, the heart-warming requests that 
may come to you, especially in regard 
to hymns.) 


A Chamber Music collection would 
be one for which all string and other 
instrument players would thank you. 
For an individual it means a consider- 
able investment to own many such 
scores. It would be a matter of local 
pride among musicians, if it were 
known that the Brahms Clarinet 
Quintette could be found in the music 
collection at the public library. 


Your Choral Music section may be- 
come a center for church choirs and 
other choral groups. Not all churches 
have their own libraries yet. 


You can help the course of the 
American composer and American 
music by making known who these 
composers are and what they are 
doing. Perhaps one of them may have 
received a commission lately, or a 
major orchestra may be playing his 
first symphony this season. 


Jazz and all other such forms be- 
long in your category. They have 
their place and are history-making. 
Save a copy of every popular song 
that comes your way. They are be- 
coming museum pieces. List them by 
years, the older the better. Sigmund 
Spaeth’s “History of Popular Music” 
is a fine reference tool in this project. 


You cannot subscribe to all music 
magazines, but you can vary your list 
so that it may include something of 
interest for as many as possible. 


A well-kept, up-to-date Bulletin 
Board is a good introduction to your 
department. Here you may post no- 
tices of programs and concerts to be 
given in your vicinity and in the state. 
Also, notices of interesting broad- 
casts, contests, awards, and many 
other items. This year being the 
200th anniversary of the death of 
Bach—you may still make an exhibit 
of material concerning this composer. 


Or, it being fall, and football in the 
air, college songs would be appro- 
priate. 


A clipping file, watchfully kept, 
often provides the most up-to-the- 
minute information you may have. 
By the time a book or magazine can 
be published, much of importance may 
have transpired. 


As to recordings—now expected in 
every music library—perhaps here 
more than in any other instance your 
outside contacts may prove most help- 
ful. Records and machines to play 
them are expensive. Perhaps some 
local Men’s Club, the Chamber of 
Commerce, Junior League, or some 
other group interested in civic affairs, 
may start you off once the matter is 
broached to them. A _ soundproof 
room is, of course, most desirable, but 
one may start with much less. If you 
have a good machine and a few good 
albums, regular weekly playing pe- 
riods could be started with some com- 
petent person giving a short talk on 
the compositions played and their 
composers. The matter of circulating 
records is one which must be decided 
upon according to existing conditions. 


May I at this time, give you a very 
brief history of the music department 
I know best—the one in the Des 
Moines Public Library. In the first 
place I should wish for you a librarian 
and a board of trustees as sympa- 
thetic and helpful to your cause as is 
the case with us. Some years ago one 
of Des Moines oldest music clubs fur- 
nished a room in our main building to 
house a music collection. The mem- 
bers contributed sheet music, scores, 
books. The furnishings included a 
piano, chairs, lamps, and other pieces. 


The affairs of the department were 
under the supervision of the well- 
established Art department. Four 
years ago, these departments were 
merged and the whole is now known 
as the Music and Art department. It 
is housed on the second floor of our 
main library building. 


Gifts and donations have come to 
us in a truly amazing fashion. Three 
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years ago we received the entire 
music store stock of a local piano 
firm which wished to discontinue the 
handling of music. This miscellaneous 
collection was valued at several thou- 
sand dollars. 


Our record collection, which came 
to us about Christmas time last year, 
is entirely a matter of gifts. Its com- 
ing involves a story which, with your 
permission, I should like to tell you. 
In this story, Mary Garden, famed 
opera star, unknowingly, played a 
new role. Mary Garden, you will re- 
member, returned to this country last 
season after an absence of fifteen 
years. She spoke, upon arriving, dur- 
ing the intermission period of the 
first Columbia Broadcasting System’s 
broadcast of the New York Philhar- 
monic symphony orchestra. The 
C.B.S. station in Des Moines did not 
carry these “live” broadcasts, but 
transcribed them for playing at a 
very late evening hour. It so happens 
that our department numbers among 
its personal friends a prominent Des 
Moines musician who had recently 
lost her sight and was at the time 
seriously ill. This friend, while in 
Paris some years ago, had studied at 
the same time as did Mary Garden, 
with the great Spanish vocal coach, 
Trobadello. Knowing the pleasure it 
would give our friend to hear Miss 
Garden speak, we were able—through 
the kindness of our local C.B.S. man- 
ager, who most graciously placed the 
transcriptions and a machine to play 
them at our disposal—to bring this 
transcribed interview to her bedside. 


Our manager friend, shortly after 
this incident, gave to the library the 
radio station’s complete Columbia 
master work recordings numbering 
some 1,300 discs and also the season’s 
weekly transcriptions of the New 
York Philharmonic symphony num- 
bering 100 large platters. 


An anonymous source, hearing of 
this generous gift, promptly sent us 
a fine record player, one which plays 
all speed recordings and is especially 
constructed for use in public build- 
ings. 


Since that time various individual 
gifts have brought our collection to 
approximately fifteen hundred record- 
ings. Our records do not circulate. 
We have had a most gratifying re- 
sponse to them. 


The physical handling of all this 
material will have to be adjusted to 
the resources at your disposal. “Ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention,” 
and you will find yourself devising all 
sorts of shelving, classifying and 
building ideas. 


This phase of a music collection is 
a common problem. It may comfort 
you to know you have much company 
in this respect. A discussion of ways 
and means would constitute a paper 
in itself. 


I do not wish to imply, or lead any- 
one to expect, that the materials of 
this new medium should be a matter 
of gifts only. Far from it! We have 
our own work to do. Long range plan- 
ning, the shaping of our own devel- 
opment intelligently, applies just as 
much in this case as in any other 
worthwhile endeavor. 


We of the public library, who are 
concerned with music and art, find 
we are dealing with a generous, re- 
sponsive public. It seems to be a 
human characteristic, that once one 
has experienced beauty in some form, 
one is anxious to share it with others. 
As librarians we are truly privileged 
in that, to some extent, we may be- 
come a channel through which this 
transference may be brought to pass. 


Launching out with the Fine Arts 
in a public library is a challenge and 
a most rewarding experience. Launch 
your department now I urge you. It 
is needed. Establish in your commu- 
nity a spot where all who will may 
freely come to find there inspiration 
and an uplifting of thought which 
contact with great music and all truly 
great art surely gives. 


This is one of the divine rights of 
our democracy, and who can say how 
far reaching may be its influence. 
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IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
REPORT OF THE EXTENSION 
COMMITTEE 
1949-50 


On February 13, 1950 the Exten- 
sion Committee met in the office of 
Blanche A. Smith to approve formally 
the projects which had been outlined 
for the year. Present by invitation 
were Miss Florence W. Butler, Presi- 
dent; Mr. Norman L. Kirkpatrick, 
President-Elect, and Miss Smith. 

Three projects which had received 
tentative approval were discussed and 
approved by the Extension Commit- 
tee and the officers of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association present at the 
meeting. These projects were: (1) 
Revision of the manual County Li- 
braries for Iowa, (2) Preparation of 
a popular leaflet about county librar- 
ies, and (3) A study of costs of city 
library service and fees charged rural 
borrowers. 

The revision of County Libraries 
for Iowa was made an all-committee 
project, and the revised text was sub- 
mitted to and approved by the offi- 
cers of the Iowa Library Association 
before publication in mimeograph 
form in an edition of 2,000 copies in 
June. Publication was made possible 
when President Butler allocated an 
additional $34.80 to finance the pro- 
ject, whose total cost amounted to 
$156.54. 

The preparation of a popular leaflet 
on county libraries was delegated to 
a sub-committee consisting of Miss 
Krettek, Chairman, and Miss Kirk- 
patrick. The leaflet was issued in May 
in an edition of 10,000 copies at a total 
cost of $77.78. Members of I.L.A. are 
requested to assist the Extension 
Committee in distributing the manual 
and the leaflet in such a manner that 
they will be used to advantage. 

Miss Tanner, as Chairman, and 
Miss Davis comprised the sub-com- 
mittee designated to undertake the 
study of costs of city library service 
and fees charged rural borrowers. The 
report of this sub-committee has been 
mimeographed, and copies are avail- 
able from Miss Tanner. Miss Tanner 
has also prepared a map giving data 


by counties. This map is posted in the 

publicity booth of the hotel. 
Recognizing that the impetus for 

county libraries must come largely 
from those directly concerned, the 

Extension Committee, nevertheless, 

remained alert to any opportunities to 

assist in discussions of county librar- 
ies, the preparation and circulation 
of petitions, and the like. In this con- 
nection, Miss Seitz is to be thanked 
and commended for her efforts in as- 
sisting the people in Dubuque County 
to circulate a petition and to cam- 
paign for approval of a county library 
in the November 7 general election. 
The appeal made by the Chairman 
to all members of the Extension Com- 
mittee for information concerning ac- 
tual or contemplated activity relative 
to county libraries has yielded no oth- 
er information. In conclusion, the 

Extension Committee would like to 

mention a few suggestions relative to 

possible projects which might be con- 
sidered by the incoming committee. 

These projects are: 

1. Preparation of a manual for the 
organization and operation of 
county libraries. The county li- 
brary law sets forth the duties and 
responsibilities of the County Li- 
brary Board of Trustees. Many of 
these duties are ones which should 
be either performed by the librar- 
ian or by the Board of Trustees 
on the advice and counsel of the 
librarian. Unfortunate situations 
might result, for example, if the 
Board of Trustees attempted to 
arrange for the purchase of book 
collections, housing, and equipment 
and staff before appointing a li- 
brarian. 

. Some people believe that library 
demonstrations, if successfully 
operated, can be tremendously ef- 
fective in convincing others of the 
value and feasibility of county li- 
braries. For this reason, the Ex- 
tension Committee might well ar- 
range for publicity in the press and 
over the radio as a means of telling 
all Iowa about such excellent and 
rapidly-developing county libraries 
as the one in Scott County. 
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3. The Extension Committee should 
consider keeping abreast of devel- 
opments in Washington as regards 
federal legislation designed to aid 
libraries and expand library serv- 
ice. The Extension Committee 
should also do everything possible 
to keep members of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association in general in- 
formed in this matter and to show 
them how they can, individually 
and as a state-wide association, 
effectively support proposed fed- 
eral legislation. Moreover, the Ex- 
tension Committee should find out 
how such aid should be used in the 
State of Iowa to best advantage, 
such as for county library demon- 
strations and strengthening the 
state library agency. 


Robert W. Orr, Chairman 
Extension Committee 


COLLEGE SECTION 

The College Section of Iowa Library 
Association met Friday morning, Oc- 
tober 13. Mrs. Higbee, Cornell Col- 
lege, presided at the meeting. A sum- 
mary of the minutes of the last meet- 
ing was read by the secretary. 

Mrs. Higbee called on Miss Hoyt of 
Simpson College to report on the 
A.L.A. Conference at Cleveland. Miss 
Hoyt asked Mr. Farley of Drake Uni- 
versity to give his impressions of the 
meetings as well. 

Mr. Kilpatrick spoke informally on 
developments at the University of 
Iowa Library. The new building will 
have only one door so that they can 
maintain rigid control at that point. 
The second floor will contain a large 
collection of most needed books ar- 
ranged in 10 groups according to time. 
These books are in process of being 
changed from Dewey Classification to 
Library of Congress. The LC card 
provides the LC class numbers which 
are used without question. Any rough 
spots will be ironed out as they come 
to light after the books are moved 
into the new building. There were a 
good many questions and comments. 
Mr. Farley told that they at Drake 
found it necessary to become much 
more strict in regulations concerning 
smoking, etc. 





Miss Marybelle McClelland, I.S.T.C., 
was elected by unanimous ballot as 
chairman for the coming year. Miss 
Marian Blair, Cataloger at Cornell 
College, was elected secretary-treas- 
urer. The group voted to arrange two 
meetings at the next conference if 
possible. There was favorable discus- 
sion on the possibility of having col- 
lege library people meet from time 
to time on the campuses of various 
colleges for further exchange of ideas. 
Meeting adjourned 10:30 A. M. 


Elizabeth A. Windsor, Secretary 
College Section, L.L.A. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARY SECTION 

The Hospital Library Section of the 
Iowa Library Association held a 
luncheon meeting at Hotel Russell 
Lamson, on Friday, October 13th. 
Elizabeth Lilly, Burlington, presided. 
Thirty-five were present. Informal 
discussions on the following subjects 
were stressed: “Contacts”—“Ceiling 
Projectors” — “‘Veterans’ Hospitals” 
—“‘Shut-in” service. 

It was unanimously agreed that 
Hospital Library Service should be 
brought more to the attention of the 
Iowa Library Association as a whole, 
to insure a lasting future for this im- 
portant work in Iowa. 

Edith Pierce of the Fort Dodge 
Library staff, was elected Chairman 
for 1951. 





Elizabeth Lilly, Chairman 


IOWA LIBRARY SUMMER 
SCHOOL SECTION 

The Iowa Library Summer School 
section met at Hotel Russell Lamson 
for an 8:30 breakfast Friday, October 
13, 1950. 

The speaker, Mr. W. E. Gordon, 
representative of the E. M. Hale Book 
Company, stressed the importance of 
book selection both for the publisher 
and the librarian. 

Mr. Curtis E. Jenkins, Director of 
Library Education at the State Uni- 
versity, spoke briefly concerning 
library courses offered at the Uni- 
versity during the summer and during 
the school year. He also is in charge 
of the scholarship fund, which the or- 
ganization has. This fund is to be 
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made available to persons who wish 
Library training at State University 
of Iowa. 

Since the president is elected every 
two years, only two officers were 
elected at the business meeting. They 
were as follows: 

Vice-President—Thelma Kirkpatrick, Cen- 
terville 
Secretary-Treasurer—Mrs. Reta Durr, 
Onawa 


Ruth Dyer, President 
Iowa Library Summer School Section 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
REPORT, 1950 

The legislative committee met in 
Des Moines in February, 1950. Dis- 
cussion centered on the Library Dem- 
onstration Bill, a bill sponsored by the 
American Library Association and 
before congress at that time; the use 
tax; and the Library Building fund. 

Irma Wood agreed to compile a his- 
tory of library legislation in Iowa. 

Plans for Iowa backing of the new 
ALA Federal Library Bill were 
made at the executive board meeting 
at Waterloo, which preceded the Iowa 
Library Association convention. 

Members were in agreement on the 
necessity either for changes in the 
Iowa Old Age and Survivors’ Insur- 
ance Law or for the inclusion of all 
state, county and city employees in 
the provision of the existing federal 
social security laws. 

It is the earnest wish of this com- 
mittee that study and publicity be 
given to the need for state aid for 
Iowa libraries, in the hope that by 
1952 we will be ready to introduce a 
bill in the state legislative session, 
asking for such aid. 

Irma Woods 
William Wood 


J. Archer Eggen 
Mildred Allen, Chairman 


RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE 
1949-1950 

Recruitment this past year was 
carried on by several methods. The 
larger portion of it, as always, was 
conducted by individual contacts. 
There is probably nothing else that 
attracts new people to the library 
profession as much as the personal 








interest of some librarian who takes 
the time and trouble to suggest the 
profession to possible recruits. Every 
librarian has these opportunities. 
Those of us who have student assist- 
ants or who teach How to Use a 
Library have exceptional opportuni- 
ties for recruitment. 

Both individual and committee ar- 
ticles have been published on the sub- 
ject. 

H. Vail Deale: Library Journal 75:66 
Jan. 15 50 Committee article. 

Iowa Library Quarterly 16:67 Apr ’50 

ISTC Alumnus April 1950 Article on 
library recruitment. 

Some of our recruitment has been 
done through the medium of radio. 
The Ames Public Library presented a 
clever script which was written and 
presented by Letha Davidson and two 
of her assistants. Short recruitment 
suggestions were presented for sev- 
eral weeks in connection with the 
ISTC Library Book Reviews. Louise 
Wiseman wrote a script for a radio 
broadcast on their school libraries. 

Career Days presented another op- 
portunity. This committee was rep- 
resented by Vail Deale and Mary 
Louise Ledlie in the Drake Annual 
Career Conference. 

Mrs. McLeod had various oppor- 
tunities to give vocation talks while 
carrying on the Library Extension 
work conducted through ISTC. She 
has been visiting school libraries in a 
different community each week all 
fall and reports a growing knowledge 
on the part of superintendents of the 
need for better library service in the 
schools. 

We firmly believe that this type of 
enlightenment needs to be encour- 
aged; make the public more aware of 
what good library service can do for 
them. If you will carry on this 
process of recruitment some of the 
rest of us are going to double our 
efforts to prepare librarians to fill the 
demands that we hope will be pouring 
in. 

Remember, always, that it is you, 
the individual, who can do the best 
recruiting. Let’s keep up the good 
work! 

Marybelle McClelland, Chairman 
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THE TRUSTEES’ SECTION 
OF THE 
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Trustees’ Section of the Iowa 
Library Association held its annual 
dinner and program at the Russell 
Lamson Hotel, Waterloo, Iowa, Oc- 
tober 12, 1950. Mrs. Harry G. Stan- 
wood, President of the Des Moines 
Public Library Board, presided. One 
hundred and seventeen Trustees, Li- 
brarians and guests were present. 
After a fine dinner Mrs. Stanwood pre- 
sided at a short business session. The 
Secretary’s report of the last meeting 
was read and approved. 

Mrs. Lawrence Falvey, Chairman 
of the nominating committe, gave her 
report and the following officers were 
elected. 

President, Mrs. Harry G. Stanwood, Des 


Moines 
Vice-President, Mr. Frank Milligan, Jeffer- 


son 

Secretary, Mrs. Dwight Humeston, Albia 

Mrs. Stanwood named the trustees 
to serve as District Chairmen: 
First Mrs. Edwin G. Sarset, Waterloo 
Second Mrs. S. G. Gunderson, Lake Mills 
Third Mrs. R. O. Borreson, Sheldon 
Fourth Mr. Hugh J. Tamisiea, Missouri 


Valley 
Fifth Mr. E. L. Nelson, Newton 
Sixth 


Mr. F. J. Ford, Dixon 

Seventh Mrs. W. H. Hamilton, Sigourney 
Eighth Mrs. L. A. Falvey, Albia 
Ninth Mrs. Carl Plumer, Macedonia 

Mrs. Stanwood announced 
Awards Committee for 1950-1951. 
Mr. F. J. Ford, Dixon 
Mrs. Neal Hammer, Newton 
Mrs. Norman O. Marthinson, Lake Mills 

Mrs. Stanwood then introduced the 
President of the Sioux City Library 
board who presented the Iowa Trus- 
tees’ Award for service to Judge T. G. 
Garfield of Ames. Judge Garfield was 
seated at the speakers’ table and in 
responding thanked all for the honor 
awarded him. 

A telegram from a former I.L.A. 
president, Mrs. Hiram Houghton, was 
read. 

Mr. William J. Quinly, assistant 
librarian, Missouri State Library 
proved a most interesting speaker on 
“What’s Wrong With Our Public 
Libraries” and listed the duties of a 


trustee. 
1. Select a properly qualified librarian. 


the 


2. Know your staff. 

3. Read library publications, I.L.A., etc. 

4. Learn County-library set-up. 

5. Help library get publicity. 

6. Be progressive. 

After adjournment all were present 
at a “Defroster” given by the Water- 
loo Public Library. 

Mary W. Humeston, Secretary 
Trustees’ Section 





PERSONALS 

Meta Buettner, who has served in 
the Burlington library under five 
librarians, retired January 1st. She 
was head of the book binding depart- 
ment. A fine editorial in the Burling- 
ton Gazette paid tribute to her service 
to the library and the community. 

Mrs. Sarah Scott Edwards has re- 
tired from library work after serving 
28 years in the University Libraries. 
She was head of the reference library 
until 1949, since then serving as head 
of the thesis library where she has 
filed more than 10,000 theses and dis- 
sertations which have been written 
since the S.U.I. graduate college was 
established in 1900. Mrs. Edwards 
will make her home in Kansas City 
with her daughter. 

Bertha Frick, former resident of 
Rockwell City, has been appointed to 
library service in Tokyo where she 
will help establish an American 
library in that country. She has been 
a member of the Columbia University 
faculty. She is a sister of Mrs. Evelyn 
Van Wagoner, former librarian of 
Rockwell City Public Library. 

Inis Smith, librarian of William 
Penn College library, will resume her 
duties after a month’s absence of rest 
at her home in Indianola. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 

Burlington—Open house was held 
at the library November 12 to ac- 
quaint the public with the Des Moines 
County Historical room which had 
been made ready to house the collec- 
tion of historical material which had 
been collected by the Society. The 
room is on the second floor of the 
library. 

Davenport—The Lions Club has 
presented two ceiling projectors and 
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50 microfilmed books to the Daven- 
port Public Library. 

Des Moines—Des Moines Library 
Clubh—At the November meeting of 
the Des Moines Library Club the fol- 
lowing officers were elected for the 
coming year: Blanche A. Smith, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Don Allen (Des Moines 
Public Library), vice-president and 
program chairman; Helen Holt (Lin- 
coln High), secretary; Mrs. Frances 
Carhart (Drake University), treas- 
urer; Dorothy Collins (State Travel- 
ing Library), executive board mem- 
ber-at-large. 

Dubuque—The proposition for the 
establishment of an _ independent 
county library carried in Dubuque 
County with 3,250 for and 943 against 
the measure. This is added proof that 
people who have had good library 
service will support it when the time 
comes for such action. 

Elkader—Book Week was cele- 
brated by the library in its new home, 
on the second floor of the opera house. 
The freshly painted rooms afford a 
pleasant contrast to the crowded base- 
ment room which has served as li- 
brary for the town. 

Elk Horn—A new library building 
is being erected with community ef- 
fort. The Outlook Study Club raised 
$2,300 to start the project which will 
be helped by donations. 

Fayette—A library building is un- 
der construction in Fayette. It is a 
one-story building, 40 by 30 feet. It is 
fnanced by tax funds and by dona- 
tions. 

Greene—The library reopened De- 
cember 18 after being closed since 
June 1 for a remodeling project, funds 
for which were provided from the 
Fred Mabee estate. Separate adult 
and children’s departments have been 
created, shelving increased, office 
space installed, an after-hour depos- 
itory for books, rubber tile flooring, 
thermostatic heat and fluorescent 
lighting. Mrs. Alice McEwen is li- 
brarian. 

lowa City—“For Your Listening 
Comfort” an article on the new music 
room at the Iowa City Public library 
ls featured in the December 15 issue 


of Library Journal. 

Written by Joyce Nienstedt, librar- 
ian, the article describes the mod- 
ernistic new music room and tells 
how it came to be built. Three pic- 
tures are also reprinted in the Library 
Journal, distributed to libraries and 
librarians throughout the United 
States. 

The room was built as a result of a 
grant from the late Jennie Brubaker, 
of Iowa City. It was opened this fall. 

“A comfortable, quiet, pleasant 
place in which to listen isn’t some- 
thing every home has, these days,” 
Miss Nienstedt writes in the article, 
“and people are getting the habit of 
coming to the library to stay a while.” 

The only worry now, she continues, 
is that “our 18 by 28-foot room won’t 
hold all the people who want to get 
in.” 

Jesup—Jesup’s new library build- 
ing is nearing completion. It is of 
concrete blocks with a front of brick 
facing and glass block windows. The 
reading room is 38 by 24 feet with a 
work room in the rear. The cost is 
covered by $7,400 pledged for the 
project. The lot was donated by the 
town council. The opening will prob- 
ably be in the spring. 

Keota—A gift of $74,917.53 has 
been received from the executors of 
the R. O. Wilson estate. It was left 
to the town to build a new fireproof 
library building. 

Le Mars—Westmar College—The 
new $160,000 library was dedicated 
October 14. It was a feature of the 
annual homecoming. 

Morning Sun—Mrs. L. M. Samson, 
who has been librarian for 24 years, 
resigned effective January 1. 

Muscatine—Mary Alice Hoopes is 
school librarian at P. M. Musser Li- 
brary. 

Nevada—The library board and li- 
brarians of the public library enter- 
tained the faculty members, wives 
and husbands at tea October 22. Mrs. 
H. E. Hadley welcomed the guests 
and E. P. Schindler, superintendent 
of schools, presided over a short pro- 
gram. New books were on display. 


New London—A court ruling has 
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been made which allows the transfer 
of funds and income from the book 


fund to the building maintenance Forest City—Joe Westby succeeds 
Elmer Nelson, resigned. 

George Thompson 
replaces Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson, 


fund of the H. J. Nugen Library. Be- 


ginning in 1950 ten per cent of the Jefferson—Mrs. 


income from the estate will go into 
the building fund. 


Olin—On September 23 the library Menlo—Mrs. Gerald Agard succeeds 
Mrs. E. R. Cox, resigned. 
Olin—J. B. Pieper and Gilbert Jones, 
floored and provided with new shelv- Sidney—Mrs. J. C. Howe and Mrs, 
John Redd. 
Story City—Mrs. Ruth Falkner re- 
places Mrs. Ray Sweet, resigned. 
Swea Reng ; - Re Snyder re. 
- places Mrs. Alida Vaux, resigned. 
Pella has presented $500 to the li Wall Lake—Mrs. Louis Pagel and 
Mrs. Carl Erne. 


reopened in a new downtown location. 
The new room had been redecorated, 


ing. A substantial increase in circula- 
tion has been noted as a result of the 
more convenient location. 


Pella—The Rolscreen Company of 


brary. The money is to be used for 
any purpose at the discretion of the 
library board. 

Princeton—Members of the Prince- 
ton Station of the Scott County Li- 


ing the greatest number of books of 

all the county stations. 
Stratford—The library which has 

been supported by the Women’s Club 


ported library. The library board has 
been appointed as follows: Mrs. L. L. 
Chally, president; Hannah Nelson, 
secretary; Mrs. H. Scott, Mrs. R. D. 
Dixon and Mrs. Emil Peterson, trus- 
tees. 

Volga—Mrs. John Follon, who has 


Hugh Tenney. 


ceived about $60,000 from the late 
Oscar W. Heiserman for the erection 


Marie Heiserman, and himself. 





NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
Alden—Keith Wood replaces G. F. 

Bigelow, resigned. 
Clinton—Paul F. Kamler succeeds J. 

Vincent Mooney. 
Emmetsburg—J. H. Baker succeeds 
W. B. Hamilton who has moved 
from the city. Mrs. H. O. Helgen 
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NECROLOGY 
A. H. Avery, member of the Spen- 


brary held a tea in the library station cer library board for 47 years, died 
November 27 honoring six new volun- December 7. His death is a loss not 
teer attendants. Betty Hage, county only to the immediate community but 
librarian, talked to the group. Prince- to the library profession. He had 


ton holds the distinction of circulat- served in the state legislature since 
1931 and was always a supporter of 


library legislation which would im.- 
prove the status of libraries and li- 
—. , 

: rs. Helen A. Burgess, for 30 years 
for several years is now a tax sup librarian at Onawa, died at her home 
December 16. Her splendid service to 
her home community and to the Ii 
brary profession of the state will 
long be remembered by her friends 
and admirers. 

Irma Kastner, librarian of the Lake 
been librarian for the past 14 years bas bec: +4 ageing heey 
has resigned and is succeeded bv Mrs. pe senenaeiiar thet ~~ pom own to respect 
West Union—tThe library has re- ln ang e ciictency and grecee 

E. M. Sabin, who served as presi- 
1 ‘ é , dent of the privately supported Ii 
of a memorial library to his wife, brary in Northwood from 1906 until 
it became tax supported in 1925, died 
in a St. Paul hospital in October. 

Mabel ‘Schoonover, 
Colo, died December 26 at the Mar- 
shalltown hospital where she had hee 
taken earlier in the day. She had been 
ill for a short time. She was a life 
long resident of the community and 
was considered an authority on its 


librarian at 
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TRUSTEES TO BE HONORED 


The American Library Association 
wishes to receive nominations of trus- 
tees to be honored for the 1951 cita- 
tions for distinguished service 
awarded by the A.L.A. 


Nominations, with a full record of 
the candidates’ achievements, should 
be mailed to the Jury on Citation of 
Trustees, A.L.A. Headquarters, 50 
East Huron Street, Chicago 11, II- 
linois, not later than March 15, 1951. 


Recommendations for citations may 
be submitted by any library board, 
individual library trustee, state li- 
brary extension agency, state library 
association, or state trustee organiza- 
tion, or by the Trustees Division of 
the American Library Association. 


Citations are limited to trustees in 
actual service during at least part 
of the calendar year preceding the 
annual conference of the A.L.A. at 
which the award is made. Equal con- 
sideration is given to trustees of small 
and large libraries, but the Jury may 
also take into consideration state or 
national library activities as well as 
services to the local library. 


THE CATALOG SECTION 


The Catalog Section of the Iowa 
Library Association announces a new 
service to Iowa librarians. Using 
space in the Iowa Library Quarterly, 
the Section hopes to develop a “Ques- 
tion and Answer Column.” Answers 
to any question dealing with classifi- 
cation, subject headings or descrip- 
tive cataloging will be attempted. 

Such a project developed as the 
result of the annual meeting of the 
Catalog Section at the Waterloo con- 
ference. A discussion of catalog prob- 
lems revealed that each library was 
struggling with the same books and 
the same problems. It was decided 
that such a question and answer serv- 
ice would be helpful to Iowa libra- 
rians. Common problems will be dis- 
cussed in future issues of the Iowa 
Library Quarterly and _ individual 
problems will be answered directly. 

The Chairman of the Section will 
act as editor of the column and direc- 
tor of the service. Send your prob- 
lems or your comments to Claribel 
Sommerville, Chairman Iowa Cata- 
— Public Library, Des Moines, 

owa. 





DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETINGS 
1951 
(Dates to be announced later) 


3 ..........Lucile Peterson, Estherville ......................... 
Sadie R. Stevens, Carroll............................ 
Mrs. Harold A. Garvey, Boone........ 


6 ..........Lucile Davis, Clinton 


} Alice Lammers, Central College, Pella 
~~ ) Jeannette Winters, Red Oak 


eee eweeeeee 


Hostess 
Mrs. C. C. Brink 
Beth Annis 
Mrs. Esther Smith 
Mrs. W. H. McHenry 
Thelma I. Grover 
Mrs. Mildred Sharp 
Irma Hopley 


Place 


Margaret Ball 








A.L.A. ANNIVERSARY CONTEST—$1,000 IN PRIZES 


Sponsored by the 75th Anniversary Committee of the 
American Library Association 


I. For the best statements in 2,000 
words or less that illustrate the 
power of books to influence the 
lives of men and women—young 
or old: 


Six prizes as follows: 
$200 each for the two best state- 
ments from librarians who are 
1951 A.L.A. members. 


$100 each for the two best state- 
ments from librarians who are not 
A.L.A. members now, but who 
join A.L.A. when submitting their 
contest statements. 

$100 each for the two best state- 
ments from nonlibrarian citizens 
who join the A.L.A. when submit- 
ting their contest statements. 
(We’re looking for frank, personal 
accounts—full of human experi- 
ence. What are the books that 


have most frequently worked 
magic in the lives of the readers 
you have known. Were they books 


of fact or fiction? Who were the 
people influenced? Did this result 
in an influence that extended to 
the community? How do you 
know ?) 


. For the best statements in 2,000 
words or less on the topic: “What 
are the problems that worry the 
citizen enough to make him come 
to the library for help.” 


Two prizes follows: 


$100 each for the two best state- 
ments from librarians who are 
members of the A.L.A. or who 
join the A.L.A. when submitting 
their contest statements. 


(Here, we’re seeking to know 
what’s on the citizen’s mind. How 
close is the librarian to the think- 
ing of the citizen? We believe that 
public librarians are very close. 
You can convince us!) 


DEADLINE: Statements must be 
postmarked on or before midnight, 
May 31, 1951. Winners will be an- 


nounced at the Chicago A.L.A. Con- 
ference in July. Recipients will be 
notified in advance. 


JUDGES: Members of the 75th An- 
niversary Committee of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 


USE OF STATEMENTS: All state- 
ments become the property of the 
A.L.A. 75th Anniversary Commit- 
tee. Publication rights will belong 
to the American Library Associa- 
tion. 


FORM OF ENTRY: Statements must 
be typewritten, must be no more 
than 2,000 words in length and 
must be signed. The author must 
either be an A.L.A. member or 
must accompany the _ statement 
with a check for dues. The author’s 
name and address must appear on 
the statement. 


MAILING OF ENTRY: Address all 
statements to the American Li- 
brary Association Headquarters, 50 
East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Il- 
linois. The words “A.L.A. 75th An- 
niversary Celebration” should ap- 
pear on the envelope. Questions 
about the contest should be ad- 
dressed to the Committee Chair- 
man, R. E. Ellsworth, Director of 
Libraries, State University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 


A gift from Gardner Cowles, editor 
of LOOK MAGAZINE, has made pos- 
sible the awarding of these prizes. 





WANTED 


Helen M. Stevens, Ericson Library, 
Boone, Iowa, would be glad to receive 
the following from any library that 
can spare them: 

State Board of Conservation. Iowa Parks. 

Iowa Conservation Commission. Ledges Na- 
ture Notes (Pamphlet). 

Iowa Conservation Commission. Ledges 

State Park (Pamphlet). 

Iowa State Parks and Preserves, June 1937 

(Pamphlet). 
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OFFICERS OF IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1951 


President University Libraries, Iowa City 


Vice-president and 
President-elect Council Bluffs 


Secretary Iowa State College Library, Ames 


Treasurer ; Waverly 


ALA Representative Simpson College, Indianola 





MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Florence Butler Sioux City 
Mrs. Scott Jordan Fairfield 
Letha Davidson 

Blanche A. Smith 





